
Welcome to St Luke’s RC 
EYFS Curriculum Meeting



Prime Areas
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development
 Communication and Language
 Physical Development
Specific Areas
 Literacy – Reading & Writing
 Mathematics – Number & Shape, Space & Measures
 Understanding the World
 Expressive Arts and Design



 Playing and Exploring - engagement
Finding out and Exploring
Playing with what they know
Being willing to ‘have a go’

 Active Learning – motivation
Being involved and concentrating
Keep on trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

 Creating and Thinking Critically - thinking
Having their own ideas
Making Links
Choosing ways to do things





How is reading 
taught in school?



• These are taught in groups of between 10 –
30 children.

• They involve developing children’s speaking 
and listening skills which underpin all of their 
learning. For example expanding vocabulary, 
grammar and developing comprehension skills.

• We share big books and retell stories through 
role play, puppets and props.

• All of these skills are then incorporated into the 
children’s play.

Literacy Lessons



•A small group of up to 6 children sharing and talking about a 
story.
•We have 1 guided reading session per week.
•Each session has a specific focus, 
for example – handling books, recognising tricky words, recalling 
stories.



 We teach phonics every day.
 Group sizes vary depending on the activities and the 

children’s developmental needs.
 These lessons are practical and interactive
 We teach the children phonics by using a mixture of activities 

based on the DfE document ‘Letters and Sounds’ and 
enhance this with activities such as jolly phonics.

 The children work through phases 1 to 6 during EYFS and 
Key Stage One.

 The rate at which children progress through this depends on 
their development.



Phase 1 - 7 Aspects
Phase 1 is divided into seven aspects. Each aspect contains three strands: 
Tuning into sounds (auditory discrimination), Listening and remembering 
sounds (auditory memory and sequencing) and Talking about sounds 
(developing vocabulary and language comprehension).

•Aspect 1 – General sound discrimination-Environmental 
sounds
•Aspect 2 – Instrumental sounds
•Aspect 3 – Body percussion
•Aspect 4 – Rhythm and rhyme
•Aspect 5 – Alliteration
•Aspect 6 – Voice sounds
•Aspect 7 – Oral segmenting and blending 



The purpose of this phase is to teach:
 The letters that represent sounds.
 Tricky words and high frequency words.
 Hearing sounds at the start of words and end of 

words.
 How to segment and blend words 



Each day the children will be learning a new sound.
We introduce the sounds by using:
 Flash cards
 Jolly jingles
 Games and activities

s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, 
e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss



First of all we encourage children to hear the initial sound of a 
word: as in ‘d’ for dog or ‘c’ for cat.

We break the words down using robot arms and begin by 
reading simple VC and then CVC words. We then repeat 
until they can hear the word that is made e.g.

i/t c/a/t



 We move through to phase 3 phonics.
 This progresses and now two or three letters 

together make one sound...

th ch ai

oa ar



We would sound this out like this:

sh/i/p
It has 4 letters but only 3 sounds.

How would we sound out this word?

night



igh makes one sound;

Therefore night would have 5 letters but only 3 
sounds e.g.

n/igh/t
You could help your child by regularly sounding words 

out.



How can we sound out these words?

I no
the

into go



The most important thing is that children 
can hear and say the sounds in words, 
reading and writing these sounds will 
naturally follow. 



 Children change their books once a week.  They choose their own 
books from their appropriate level of development on our reading 
pathway. 

 They also choose a library book for you to read to them.
 Books are designed to encourage reading for pleasure, also to 

practice phonics and word recognition.
 Children need to bring reading folder with them everyday. 
 It doesn’t have to be about reading school books every night – it 

can be playing games e.g. Finding key words in the book, word 
building with letters or retelling stories in different ways.

 At first your child may take home a picture book.



Cendrillon

Does anyone know what this book is about?





 Talking about detail in pictures,

 Retelling stories,

 Answering questions e.g. ‘what happened next’, ‘how do you 
think they felt’, ‘what are they doing’? ‘Why’? Will all help 
develop a child’s speaking skills.



 Sound talk words e.g. Send children to go and get their 
c-oa-t or h-a-t. 
 Play I-spy with your child. (Recognising initial sounds).
 Look at print in the environment – identify letters and initial 

sounds. Listen to sounds in the environment.
 Share books with your child. Change your voice for different 

characters in the story.
 Identify rhyming words.
 Act stories out.
 Collect objects that all begin with the same sound.
 Be patient!



 Challenges
 Weekly reading and library books
 Tricky word book marks
 Letters and initial sound pictures.
 Sound mats
 Letter formation sheets





Physically being able to write:
Children need to develop physical skills in order 

to write. They need to be able to hold a 
pencil correctly and control it to form letters.

You can help to develop your child’s fine motor skills 
by playing with:

Jigsaw puzzles, threading, small construction toys, 
squeezing pegs and play dough.



Begin with forming controlled lines and circles.
 Learn to go anti-clockwise.
 Learn to start at the top
 Learn to re-trace vertical lines.

Then children can put these actions into forming letters:
 Caterpillar Letters – a,c,o,d,g,q
 Ladder letters – l,i,t,u,j,y
 One armed robot letters – r, b, n, h, m, k, p
 Zig-zag monster letters – v, w, x, y, z



 Playing memory games –
They need to be able to hold a word in their head, 
think of the sounds and the letters that represent 
them. 
They need to be able to think of a sentence and 
hold it in their head.

 Mark making as part of their play and day to day 
activities

 They need the confidence to mark make.
 They need to understand different styles of writing 

e.g. Lists, labels, stories, messages





All activities in the EYFS are about 
practical, real life Maths.  They do 
not move onto abstract ‘sums’ until 
they are older.

5 + 2 = 7



Touch counting objects that can and can’t be 
moved.

 Counting out objects from a larger group.
 Counting other things e.g. actions.
 Estimating how many and checking.
 Matching numerals to quantities.
 Making marks to represent numbers.



 Begins 0 to 5, then 6 to 10, then 10 to 20.
 Counting forwards and then backwards.
 Counting on and back from different numbers.
 Ordering random numerals from biggest to 

smallest e.g. 3, 6, 10.
 Find the missing number in a number line.
 Saying the number that is one more or less.



 Addition - combining groups of objects / finding 
how many altogether.

 Subtraction
 Multiplication & Division - Sharing out objects.



6 can be shown as:

1   2   3   4   5   6

3 + 3 = 6

3 X 2 = 6 

4 + 2 = 6 6 / 2  = 3

5 + 1 = 6 2 + 4 = 6 2 + 2 + 2 = 6

1 + 5 = 6          2, 4, 6

3, 6

Half of 12

1/3 of 18



Charlie cut a cake into 6 slices.
There were 3 children.  How many slices would 

each child get?

Rosie had 6p.  She bought a 3p sweet and a 1p 
sweet. How much money did she have left?





 Matching and sorting shapes.
 Playing with shapes appropriately - making 

models.
 Identifying real shapes in the environment.
 Describing the properties of shapes.
 Continuing and creating patterns.



 Time – days, weeks, months, seasons, timing 
short activities.

 Money – sorting and counting coins

 Capacity – empty, half / full, half empty.

 Length – long, short

 Height – Tall, small

 Distance – near, far

 Positional language – next to, behind etc..



 Jolly songs by Laurie Fyke and Kerrie Sinclair 2005
 www.jollylearning.co.uk
 Oxford Owls website:  http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
 Phonics Play website: 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ParentsMenu.htm
 You Tube video - Mr Thorne does phonics – Geraldine the Giraffe.
 You Tube video  – tricky words 1 – from smart frog.
 ICT game - Teach Your Monster to Read – available as app or for 

desktops / laptops.
 Pinterest – search for pre-school fine motor activities. 
 DfE publication: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/learning-to-read-
through-phonics-information-for-parents

http://www.jollylearning.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ParentsMenu.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/learning-to-read-through-phonics-information-for-parents


 Pinterest – EYFS maths ideas. Will give you ideas for home.
 Topmarks – ICT maths games.
 Busy things - ICT maths games.
 Singapore Maths (Maths - No Problem!) website.  Will explain the 

concepts of how we teach maths.
 Cbeebies.



Please ask if you have any questions.


